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My aim this morning is for you to gain a greater adoration of reverence and 

awe for the Lord Jesus Christ as we see Him through the lens of Mark’s 

gospel.  

 

Larger context:  

• Last week: Jesus’ authority over the natural world (storm) 

• This week: Jesus’ authority over the supernatural world (demons) 

• Next week: Jesus authority over disease  

 

In each of these displays of divine authority and power, it caused great fear in 

those who observe it.  

 

We must be careful that in our minds we don’t domesticate Jesus. It’s so hard 

for us to get our minds around that fact that Jesus is both the safest being in 

all of creation and at the same time a holy dread to unrepentant sinners.  

 

The thrust of my message this morning is that… 

The authority of Jesus that expelled demons is a healing power and a holy 

dread for sinful people.  

 

The divine authority of Jesus that expelled demons, commanded the forces of 

nature, and healed the sick is an authority that is to mankind a healing power 

and a holy dread because it is the very authority and power of God Almighty.  

 

The overwhelming holiness and greatness of the infinitely powerful Creator 

manifesting Himself to mankind with overwhelming dread is the same 

essence that men and women were catching a glimpse of in the life of Jesus.  

Apart from the cross, which releases God’s mercy to us as a healing power, 

the presence of Jesus in all its intensity is a holy dread to sinners.  

 

 

Mark relays this account of Jesus displaying His authority over the 

supernatural world in 4 episodes:  

� The condition of the  man 

� The conflict with the demonic 

� The crisis of encountering Christ 

� The captive released by God’s mercy to serve Christ 

 

1. The condition of the man (Mark 5:1-5) 
 

a. The first thing to note about this man is that he was demon-

possessed. When a single demon takes up residence in an 

unbeliever’s life it is devastating and destructive. But this man 

had been overcome by a large number of demons. Verse 9 says 

that the demons referred to themselves as legion for they were 

many. In a Roman army a legion was comprised of 5600 men. 

That doesn’t mean this man had that many demons specifically, 

but the term signifies a vast amount of them.  
 

b. This is why the man could display such super-human power. 

We know from vs. 3-4 that the local residents had sought to 

subdue this man with chains and shackles only to have them torn 

apart. This man was not only a threat to himself, but also society 

and no one had the power to restrain him.  
 

c. Added to this was the man’s disgrace of being unclean. The 

Jews avoided what was considered unclean at all cost because it 

would lead to being cut off from God’s people (Lev 7:21). When 

they touched unclean things they would need to go through 

purification rites for 7 days (Num 19:11-12). This man’s life was 

perpetually characterized by uncleanness on at least 4 counts.  

� Unclean spirit (vs. 2)—certainly the worst of all that was 

unclean.  

� Lived among the tombs (vs 2)—according to Num 19, 

handling the dead desecrated one with uncleanness.  

� Lived among the Gentiles in the region of Decapolis—the 

Gentiles of course were regarded as unclean by the Jews. 

� Lived near the those who raised pigs which were unclean 

animals to the Gentiles.  



Although Satan often masquerades himself as an angel of light, 

those under his demonic influence will often descend to filthy 

living, both physically and morally. Don’t allow the thrill of 

flirting with evil tempt you—it will eventually degrade you 

further than any human could want.  

 

d. Finally, this man was severely tormented: [vs. 5] All this man 

could do was relentlessly attempt to vent the inner torment of his 

soul by screaming uncontrollably and gashing himself with sharp 

stones trying desperately to rid himself of his internal pain but to 

no avail.  

 

This man’s life is a clear picture of how ugly and evil Satan’s 

intent is toward those under his dominion. The demonic world is 

one of power perverted by every manner of uncleanness and 

characterized by unrelenting torment. Satan will do whatever he 

can to defy the glory of God by destroying those made in the 

image of God.  

 

This is the poor man that Jesus encounters and the war between 

perfect light and hideous darkness ensues in face to face combat. 

This brings us to… 

 

2. The conflict with the demonic (Mark 5:6-13) 

 

It’s noteworthy that as soon as Jesus arrives the demons know that 

they are in the presence of the One who has authority over them for 

their demise. In Matthew’s account of this story they say to Jesus, 

“Have you come here to torment us before the time?” They seem to 

understand that the historic moment had not yet come when Jesus 

would banish Satan and all his demons to hell—yet just encountering 

the presence of the Holy One was tormenting for them.  

 

It was believed in ancient times that to know someone’s name was to 

have power over them. And so when the demons address Jesus as the 

Son of the Most High God (vs 7), they not only acknowledge who 

He is but are probably rebelliously challenging and mocking His 

authority.  

 

But they have no authority in the presence of Jesus. When Jesus 

demands that they acknowledge their identity, they have no choice 

but to obey Him and state their name, Legion.  

 

In vs. 12 the demons beg Jesus to cast them into the a nearby herd of 

2000 swine and with a word Jesus casts the demons out of the man 

and into the swine. 

 

Notice that Jesus doesn’t go through any contortions nor utilize any 

special techniques to perform this exorcism. He just speaks and by 

the His authority this army of demons is expelled.  

 

Some have been troubled by how this episode turns out because 

somebody’s livelihood—and a lot of it—goes crashing over the cliff. 

Not to mention the fact that this passage would not be considered 

politically correct today in our culture where the value of animal life 

is regarded more highly than human life by some.  

 

It may be helpful to keep several things in mind:  

a. Jesus does not send the pigs over the cliff. The demons drive 

them to it by their torturous presence.  

b. Jesus is exercising incredible compassion on the man and 

demonstrating that the value of one human life set free from the 

ravages of hell is worth the sacrifice of any amount of animals. 

This man was created to the bear the image of God.   

c. But what about the fact that these pigs belonged to someone 

else? Never forget that nothing on this earth ultimately belongs 

to us, including our own lives. What God has entrusted to us we 

must hold loosely knowing that the Lord gives and the Lord 

takes way—our place is to bless Him either way. 

 

 

 

 



3. The crisis of encountering Christ (Mark 5:14-17) 

 

Many people have suggested that the reason the Gerasenes wanted 

Jesus to leave the area was because they didn’t want to lose any more 

potential profit. But that’s not the point in this passage. Vs. 15 tells 

us that they became frightened when they saw the man who had been 

demon-possessed “sitting down, clothed, and in his right mind.” 

These people knew all too well the power and torment that thousands 

of evil spirits could inflict, and now they were terrified to have 

encounter One who’s authority over the supernatural world was 

incomparable.  

 

For the Gerasenes, the authority and power of Jesus produced a holy 

dread (just as it had for the disciples in the boat). He had done what 

only God could do. They did not contend with Him over the price of 

the pigs; they only pleaded that He leave. Sadly, this is still true with 

many today—they fear the only One who can make them whole—

the One holy enough to save them from the sin that alienates them 

from God. There’s one exception in this passage and its… 

 

4. The captive released by God’s mercy to serve Christ (Mark 5:15, 

18-20) 

 

What a contrast is the response of the man freed from Satan’s grip!   

 

This man’s life has been transformed from a crazy demoniac to a 

joyful servant of Christ. Take note of the change: 

a. “Sitting down” (15): His soul and body are at rest.  

b. “Clothed” (15): He’s no longer driven to his shameful and 

perverted ways. 

c. “in his right mind” (15): His perspective has been restored to 

truth. 

d. Compelled to follow Jesus [18]: For this man the authority of 

Jesus was a healing power and He wanted to never leave the 

safety and refuge of His shadow.  He was compelled to follow 

Jesus for the joy of life and peace that only Christ could give.  

e. Gladly obedient (19-20): Instead of allowing the man to follow 

Him, Jesus says, “Go home to your people and report to them 

what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had 

mercy on you.” And that’s precisely what the man does with joy-

filled obedience. [vs. 20] 

f. Praising and testifying to God’s mercy: He went out proclaiming 

the joy of God’s mercy.  

 

This is a good picture of those who turn to Christ. They may not have been 

possessed by a demon but their lives radically change in a similar way when 

they are transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.  

 

For those who come under Jesus’ authority it is a healing power! 

 

So what should our response be to this Jesus of utmost authority—to the 

one whose authority to rule over the natural and supernatural world may 

either be a healing power or a holy dread?  

 

A. Come to the cross. The cross is the only means by which the dread 

of God’s holiness can be met with mercy.  

 

Psalm 130:3-4—“If You, Lord, should mark our iniquities, O Lord, 

who would stand? But there is forgiveness with You that you may 

feared.” The Psalmist recognized that no one could stand before the 

dread of God’s holiness apart from His forgiveness. And that 

forgiveness comes to us through the cross where the Lord Jesus laid 

down His own life in payment for our sins, to clear us from our guilt 

so that we could stand before God uncondemned. Only through faith 

in Jesus and His cross-payment for our sin, can His authority become 

a healing power in our lives, sparing us from the dread of God’s 

holiness.  

 

B. Abide in His truth that sets you free. To surrender our lives to Christ 

as joyful servants is the first step in a journey of abiding/living in His 

truth that establishes our freedom.  

It’s important for you to know that Satan is still active today and his 

primary strategy is deception. But even without his help, you are 



fully capable of going over the cliff of deceit. Jeremiah 17:9 says, 

“The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; 

Who can understand it?”  

 

Then add to our vulnerable hearts the deceitfulness of sin itself. 

That’s why the writer of Hebrews exhorted us so strongly: “Take 

care, brethren, that there not be in any of you an evil, unbelieving 

heart that falls away from the living God.  But encourage one 

another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that 

none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb 3:12-

13). � Prone to deception by Satan, sin, and self! 

 

The only way to combat deception is to stand in the truth. You must 

not only know the truth, you must abide in the truth by actively 

applying it to your heart, mind, and life. If mature believers can fall 

prey to deception (and they can!), then how much more vulnerable 

are those who are less mature believers, untrained in their 

understanding of the Word, or undisciplined in applying its truths; 

not to mention unbelievers whose eyes are completely blind to the 

truth. But Jesus said, “if you continue in My word, then you are truly 

disciples of mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.” The Word must be your life, or you will live a defeated life.  

 

So my plea for you today is to come under the authority of Jesus through 

the cross and let His Word continually soak and saturate your life for 

you to live in the freedom He came to give you. Will He be for you a holy 

dread or a healing power?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion:  

 

Bread:  (a holy dread) 

Jer. 17:9-10—“The heart is more deceitful than all else And is 

desperately sick; Who can understand it? I, the LORD, search 

the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man according 

to his ways, According to the results of his deeds.” 

Psalm 130:3-4—“If You, LORD, should mark [our]iniquities, O 

Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You…” 

 

Cup:   (a healing power):  

Isa 53:5—“He was pierced through for our transgressions, He 

was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-

being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.” 
  


